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THE JEWEL OF DELBROOK 
UP FOR GRABS? 
The Delbrook Community Association 
supports the preservation of public 
land for future generations. Public 
land is a finite resource for our 
community and we do not support 
the sale / lease of the District owned 
Delbrook lands. Such a short-sighted 
proposition is not in the best interests 
of current or future generations.

Following a consultation process, the 
DNV Council will determine the fate 
of this property in the fall. In the first 
round of public engagement 1100 
suggestions were gathered, only 
SEVEN mentioned market housing. 
But Council has included market 
housing in future discussions. Market 
housing means private development. 
The DCA supports building 
community. Developers can acquire 
other land besides raiding our public 
spaces for private gain. 

On June 18th, the SFU Centre for 
Dialogue will conduct the final public 
dialogue in the process. Applicants 
were chosen by lottery and the 
deadline for submission is passed. 
If you are one of the fortunate 
few to represent our community, 
we encourage you to support our 
community vision—a park / gathering 
space. We are a community that is 
long overdue for these necessary 
community / social wellbeing services. 

For over 50 years our Delbrook 
residents have been advocating for a 
park—yes, we have lots of trails and 
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sports fields, but we do not have 
a park that provides a gathering 
space—a place to create the heart of 
the community. Healthy communities 
world wide have places and spaces 
to gather. What an extraordinary 
opportunity for our community to 
work together in preserving land 

and creating a living legacy. The 
Delbrook Lands site, with its riparian 
underpinning is the perfect natural 
area for a park. 

If this land is sold/leased [i.e. market 
housing] we will never again have 
the opportunity to create a park/
gathering space at this site. 

https://delbrookca.wordpress.com/

Don Eilers has generously sponsored this publication of the Delbrook Digest by arranging to 
have a copy delivered to your home. Don raised his family in Delbrook and is well known to 
many of our residents, both personally and professionally. 

An artist’s illustration of integrating natural park land with community amenities; further 
planning required (children’s park/parking, other amenities, etc.)

Design credit—Camille Lefrançois 
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Why preserving land is a good 
idea—what will the future bring? 
What might our community need 
in the future? Think about the 
demands on services when the area 
around Westview Shopping centre is 
potentially re-developed? There could 
be a huge influx of people utilizing our 
recreation facilities. Plus the general 
growth of the DNV as prescribed in the 
OCP. Will we regret the sale/lease of 
valuable public land if we need even 

more recreation and open spaces? 
Will we need schools, learning centres, 
more community amenities? 

Yes, there are many options for 
developing community space, but first 
it is essential to let DNV Council know 
that you support creating community 
and oppose the sale / lease of District 
owned public assembly land. 

How you can support a 
community vision for the 
Delbrook Lands: 
 •  Voice your opposition to the sale 

/ lease of District owned public 
assembly land and your support 
for the healthy vision of a park / 
gathering space at the June 18th 
discussion

•  Discuss with your neighbours and 
share the community vision—talk 
about future needs—selling land is 
short term gain for long term pain 

•  Voice your concerns to DNV Council 
[rwalton@dnv.org, rbassam@dnv.org, 
bondm@dnv.org, hansonj@dnv.org, 
Hicksr@dnv.org, dmackay-dunn@dnv.
org, lmuri@dnv.org]

You have probably heard rumours about 
the need to sell Delbrook to pay for the 
new recreation centre. Many believe 
that selling is a foregone conclusion. 
The SFU Centre for dialogue clarifies 
District policy: 

District staff have confirmed that 
there is no financial requirement to 
develop the Delbrook lands to pay 

for the new community centre. This is 
because the District policy is to fund 
the replacement of all community 
centres and other capital assets through 
property taxes. https://www.dnv.org/
sites/default/files/edocs/Delbrook_
Lands_FAQ.pdf

But DNV Council can, if it chooses, sell 
or lease land. 
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Does Delbrook need to be sold to fund 
the new Rec Centre? Let’s take that 
discussion off the table

And what about 
parks in the 
Delbrook area? 
North Vancouver residents estimate 
they spend about 60% of their park 
time at passive parks and 40% at 
active parks [DNV Parks and Open 
Space Strategic Plan]. When was 
the last time you went for a picnic 
in the Delbrook area? Have you 
ever had the pleasure of listening 
to music in the summer time in 
a natural setting enjoying leisure 
time with friends and family? Our 
community is underserved by 
passive parks. 

KEEP IN TOUCH: Subscribe to 
https://delbrookca.wordpress.com 
or follow us on facebook at  
/DelbrookCommunityAssociation 
and twitter @delbrookca


