
November 15th DNV Candidates

DNV Council candidates have until late September to get their name on the 
ballot for the November municipal election. The DNV incumbent Mayor 
is Richard Walton, and our incumbent Councilors are Mike Little, Doug 

MacKay-Dunn, Lisa Muri, Roger Bassam, Robin Hicks, and Alan Nixon. 

Councilor Doug MacKay-Dunn has indicated that he intends to run again. 
According to one website, incumbent Councilor Alan Nixon has stated he is not 
running in the District. http://www.northvancouverpolitics.com/2014/07/whos-
running-in-dnv-and-cnv-and-whos.html. 

The North Shore News reported in May that Councilor Mike Little announced his 
bid for the Conservative nomination in the newly formed riding of Burnaby North-
Seymour for next year’s federal election [2015]. http://www.nsnews.com/news/
north-vancouver-coun-little-seeks-tory-nomination-1.1018420#sthash.sZDUQ5cT.
dpuf.

A couple of websites have reported that Jim Hanson will be a candidate for 
DNV Council. Hanson ran for the NDP in North Van-Seymour during last year’s 
Provincial election. 

And…what about the school board? Meet your current trustees: 

• Franci Stratton [District] Board Chair
• Cyndi Gerlach [District] Board  

Vice-Chair
• Trustee Lisa Bayne [City]

• Trustee Barry Forward [District]
• Trustee Mike McGraw [District]
• Trustee Christie Sacré [City]
• Trustee Susan Skinner [City] 

So who is planning to run for school board? 

All will become clear as time marches toward the November 15th election 
date!  

Capilano Bedlam to 
Affect Delbrook?
Rene Gourley

As you surely know, Metro Vancouver 
has been working on improving the 
water supply. Perhaps you didn’t know 
planned construction will severely 
disrupt traffic on Capilano Road 
from Edgemont Boulevard up to the 
Cleveland Dam. This construction 
involves the installation of a two 
kilometre, 2.1m diameter water main 
along Capilano Road from Cleveland 
Dam to Edgemont Boulevard. We 
conjecture that this will mean a lot 
more traffic on Delbrook in 2015. 

Details will be forthcoming; check the 
metro website for information http://
www.metrovancouver.org/services/
water/ConstructionProjects/SCWUP/
Pages/CapilanoMain.aspx

Keep yourselves informed!   

Low Voter Turnout – 
Is this our future?  
Why is past DNV municipal voter 
participation so low [20%]? What do 
you see as barriers to voting? Are there 
barriers for seniors, or those disabled, 
or youth? How can we overcome any 
perceived barriers? Do we educate 
our young people enough on the 
importance of voting? Should we 
make voting mandatory? Are you well 
enough informed about the issues? 

Send your ideas to the DCA—would 
you be interested in a discussion 
on this issue? Let us know as your 
community association exists to 
address concerns and promote 
discussion on important issues!   
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Hodgepodge Quiz 
Answers:

1. 20.96% voted http://www.dnv.org/article.

asp?a=4155&c=764 

 12,675 voted out of 58,000+ voters

2. The BC Government extended terms from three years to 

four beginning with the 2014 November elections. 

3. .65 cents        

Vancouver Sun, Saturday July 26th, Metro Worried 

BC’s ‘Water is Becoming a Commodity’ by Kelly 

Sinoski http://www.vancouversun.com/news/

Metro+worried+water+becoming+commodity/10063604/

story.html

4. France. Other European countries participating in similar 

bike-to-work initiatives include the Netherlands, Denmark, 

Belgium, and Britain. http://www.planetizen.com/

node/69215

5. Saskatchewan http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/

saskatchewan/saskpower-to-remove-105-000-smart-meters-

following-fires-1.2723046
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Local Government 
Transparency
Sharlene Hertz

In September 2012, BC 
Ombudsperson Kim Carter, 
submitted to the BC Legislature 

her report entitled ‘Open Meetings: 
Best Practices Guide for Local 
Governments’. 

The Ombudsperson investigated and 
evaluated complaints concerning the 
implementation of open meeting 
provisions in the BC’s Community 
Charter and in receiving information 
from local governments, some 
common challenges emerged and 
effective ways of addressing them. 

 ‘One of the cornerstones of open 
and transparent government in British 
Columbia is the requirement for local 
governments to conduct meetings that 
are open and accessible to the public’. 
[source: Ombudsperson report]

Councils throughout BC, including 
our DNV, work very hard on behalf of 
constituents attending many meetings 
and countless hours in discussions. 
They have all sorts of meetings: open, 
closed, finance, special, committee of 
the whole, public hearings, etc. We 
applaud them for their work on our 
behalf. And we further encourage the 
continuance of the ‘cornerstone of 
open and transparent government’. 

There are circumstances under which 
local councils must or may hold 
closed [in-camera] meetings under 
the Community Charter. It is to be 

expected that councils are required 
to discuss issues of a very sensitive 
nature and there is information that 
cannot and should not be released to 
the public [see Community Charter 
particularly Section 90]. Often these 
discussions revolve around legal or 
personnel matters, and land issues, 
among others. One can anticipate that 
some of these discussions will be very 

challenging as councils undertake due 
diligence in assessing information and 
ultimately making decisions. 

However, closed meetings must adhere 
to very strict standards. ‘During a 
closed meeting local governments 
should be careful to discuss only 
subjects authorized by the resolution 
to close the meeting, the prohibition 
against voting on the reading or 
adoption of bylaws and the importance 
of keeping detailed minutes. If the 
conversation strays from the topic 
covered by the paragraph referenced 
in the resolution, the closed meeting 
may no longer be authorized’.  
[source Ombudsperson’s report, p. 18]. 

To determine the extent to which local 
councils engage in ‘closed meetings’ I 
filed a Freedom of Information request 
with metro councils. The chart lists my 
findings. 

The Ombudsperson’s report states ‘In 
general the spirit of the open meetings 
provision will be satisfied most 
effectively if local governments avoid 
regularly scheduled closed meetings.’ 

See http://www.dnv.org/article.
asp?a=5252&c=83 for a list of DNV 
‘Closed Special Meetings’ and how 
these are scheduled. I calculated 
23 closed council meetings at DNV 
to date in 2014. It is an interesting 
question: Why DNV requires almost 
twice as many ‘closed’ meetings as 
other municipalities? 

The Ombudsperson has 
recommended a series of best 
practices. We encourage all elected 
representatives of BC councils to 
follow best practices.   
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Municipality
2012 

Closed 
Meetings

2013 
Closed 

Meetings

Village of Anmore 26 26

Village of Belcarra 13 8

Bowen Island Municipality 17 23

*City of Burnaby 30 24

City of Coquitlam 18 15

Corporation of Delta 31 29

City of Langley 18 21

Township of Langley 29 28

District of Maple Ridge 20 23

City of New Westminster 26 29

*City of North Vancouver 27 27

District of North Vancouver 57 47

City of Pitt Meadows 25 23

City of Port Moody 37 29

City of Richmond 27 24

City of Surrey 18 19

*City of Vancouver 20 15

*District of West Vancouver No search 27

City of White Rock 15 16

(*) indicates information obtained via municipality’s website
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DCA Launches Highly 
Successful Delbrook 
Dialogues 

Get on our 
newsletter email 
distribution list! 
Email your contact info so we can send 

you the Delbrook Digest via email. This 

will significantly reduce printing costs! 

delbrookca@gmail.com

1 Percentage of DNV voters in 
the 2011 municipal election

[40%]   [60%]   [20%]   [10%]

2 When you vote in the 
municipal election November 
2014, you will be voting 
for DNV Council and North 
Vancouver School Board to 
represent you for 

[2 years]   [3 years]   [4 years]

3 Metro Vancouver’s water 
district pays the province 
$1.10 per one thousand cubic 
meters of water [enough 
to fill a 25 meter swimming 
pool] for water it receives 
from the three water-sheds 
[Seymour and Capilano Rivers 
and Coquitlam Lake] to sell to 
local municipalities. How much 
do mining and petroleum 
companies pay?

[$1.40]   [$.80]   [$.65]   [$2.20]

4 In what country, are 
companies comprising 10,000 
employees participating in a 
program that pays commuters 
$0.34 per biked mile to work? 

[Canada]  [USA]  [France]  [Brazil]

5 Which Canadian provincial 
government ordered the 
removal of all smart meters?

[Manitoba] [Saskatchewan]
[Alberta] [BC]

Hodgepodge
Quiz

answers on page 6

In preparation for a 
comprehensive public 
engagement process 

regarding the Delbrook 
recreation site planned for 
2015, the DCA aims to inform 
residents of the choices/
opportunities/challenges in 
modern community design. The 
DCA is committed to building 
community and enhancing quality of 
life. This spring, the DCA launched the 
Delbrook Dialogues a series of public 
events aimed at providing a forum for 
learning and discussion. 

The first Delbrook Dialogue entitled 
‘Wildly Successful Public Engagement’ 
on April 30th featured the following 
leading BC authorities on public 
engagement: 

Andrew Pottinger Ph.D., APR—
Principal, Pottinger Bird Community 
Relations; Andy Hiscox–Managing 
Associate, CitySpaces and Colette 
Parsons–Urban Design & Landscape 
Architect, City Spaces; Jessie 
Sutherland, MA, Finding Home™ 
Initiative; and Michael von Hausen, 
President of MVH Urban Planning & 
Design Inc.

The second Delbrook Dialogue entitled 
‘Polishing Parks’ was held on May 
29th. Attendees were informed of 
the considerable vision and planning 
required for creating effective 

community space. Our 
keynote speakers: 

Jack Belhouse, the 
former director of 
planning for Burnaby, 
who oversaw a number 
of green space projects; 
Douglas Curran, 
engaged in the Lower 

Capilano area, has been leading and 
building context for the community 
dialogue surrounding the public realm 
and creating a public space driven by 
an informed community vision; Jeff 
Musson, Principal Partner of Habitat 
Systems, a Burnaby company that 
encourages the development of 
healthy communities by selecting park 
and playground products that are 
innovative, kind to the environment, 
and offer superior technologies.  

The Delbrook Community Association 
thanks all presenters for sharing their 
expertise in various approaches to 
public engagement and parks/open 
spaces. Presentations and the following 
discussion informed attendees of 
creative options and methodologies 
for successful community planning. The 
DCA thanks all those who attended 
and we were especially pleased to 
welcome representatives from other 
community associations. 

More Delbrook Dialogues planned! 
Stay tuned.  

O p i n i o n s ? 
Would you prefer a ‘ward’ system where you are 
represented by a local councillor? We currently 
have an ‘at-large’ electoral system. Here is what the 
BC Local Government Act states: “A council may, 
by bylaw, provide that all or some of the councillors 
be elected on a neighbourhood constituency 
basis” see section 36.1(2) of the act. Many cities in 
Canada function successfully under the ward system which brings representation 
to a local area. What are your thoughts? 

Delbrook Community Association 
Annual General Meeting 
6:30 pm District Hall, 355 West Queens Road

The AGM is an important event for our community.  
Order of business:

• Renew membership in the association  
[$10 per household—cash only]

• Report on activities of past year— 
Chair Rene Gourley

• Election of officers

• Upcoming issues—Delbrook Recreation site

 Immediately following the AGM, the DCA will host 

Delbrook Dialogue #3—Building 
Community
7 pm – immediately following the AGM

District Hall, 355 West Queens Road

Convened by Peter V Hall, Associate Professor of Urban 
Studies at Simon Fraser University

A sense of community, of connectedness and belonging 
is often considered a key factor in happiness. What could 
we change about our neighborhood of single-family 
homes to make it more conducive to creating meaningful 
personal connections beyond the ends of our driveways 
and cul-de-sacs?  Drawing on the panel’s research and 
experience in planning and design, we will explore 
how the built environment, including infrastructure 
investments and community facilities, can affect and 
hopefully enhance this aspect of our lives. 

Delbrook Community Association offers 
the following opportunities to get 
connected, stay connected and learn 
about your community! Please join your 
neighbours for the following events: 

The Delbrook Community Association will hold our first all 
candidates meeting for mayor and council on November 4th,  

6:30–8:45 PM, in the Potlatch Room at the Capilano Branch of the 
Library, 3045 Highland Blvd.

We’re aiming to inject some (respectful) fun into the electoral process, while 
keeping a distinctly Delbrook focus on our questions. Come meet the candidates 

who will have a huge impact on our neighborhood in the coming 4 year term.

Delbrook Dialogue #4—Everything 
you wanted to know about what 
happens at Delbrook but were afraid 
to ask! 
7 pm – Maple Room,  
Delbrook Recreation Centre,  
600 West Queens, in the North Building 

Speakers 
Renée Strong, Executive Director, Capilano 
Community Services Society

Connecting People with Community 
Capilano Community Services Society is a 
registered non-profit society serving the three 
municipalities on the North Shore. Since 1970, 
CCSS has responded to the needs for support to 
both youth and seniors in the community.

Sharon Gregson, Spokeswoman

Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC 
Sharon speaks out on the impact of public policy 
on working families and the needs of women 
and children. She travels the province speaking 
on child care issues and the $10/day Plan as the 
solution to the child care crisis in BC. 

Be informed about current community services at 
the Delbrook site; there are an amazing number 
of residents served. What other needs do we 
have as a community? What types of services 
will our community need in the future? How can 
we address these issues? What programs would 

enhance our quality of life? Let’s learn 
and discuss together! 

ALL CANDIDATES  
MEETING

NOV

4

OCT

2 OCT

20
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Thursday

Monday

Tuesday
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Save the Date!!! 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

 2ND OCTOBER

 
Volunteer for your community association;  
ask neighbours to join the association.  
The DCA needs your input, talents and energy. 
The following is a list of how you can help 
your community:

 Join the DCA—Membership is $10 per 
household—a bargain!

 Put your name forward to be on the DCA 
Executive team and commit to working on 
behalf of your neighbourhood

 Fundraise—we need funds to pay for 
room rentals, printing, advertising

 Connect with community organizations 
or groups—do you know organizations 
willing to co-sponsor community 
meetings/discussions/ family events/guest 
speakers?

 Distribute our newsletter door to door—
help us get out important information via 
flyers and the newsletter so neighbours 
are informed! 

 Plan and organize events

 Communicate with mayor and council

 Monitor activities/decisions at the school 
district and council

New BC municipal 
election laws mean 
changes for candidates 
and organizations

With the new 
laws on 

local government 
elections passed 
by the provincial 
government this 
spring, some things 
change and some 
things remain the 
same.

Among the most 
important changes, 
terms of office for 
mayors, councilors and school trustees have been 
increased from three to four years bringing BC in 
line with other provinces. 

The changes will also affect community groups 
who might want to comment on an issue in their 
community during the ‘election proceedings 
period’. The new Local Elections Campaign 
Financing Act defines election advertising as, 
among other things, “a communication that takes 
a position on an issue with which the candidate 
or elector organization is associated.” So, if a 
community association such as the DCA issues 
a public document [flyer/newsletter] specifically 
designed to be distributed during the election 
period, that meets this definition, the association 
would likely be captured by new legislation. They 
would be required to register as a third party 
sponsor with elections BC and face penalties if 
they failed to do so. There is no lower limit on 
this requirement so even a $50 community flyer 
would be captured by the legislation. There are 
exclusions to the third party sponsorship rule—you 
can read more here—http://www.elections.bc.ca/
docs/lecfa/third-party-sponsor-guide-to-local-
elections-in-bc.pdf. 

One major item not changed for the November 15 
elections is the amount people who are running 
for local election can spend. At present, unlike 
federal and provincial elections, there is no limit to 
the amount candidates for mayor and council can 
spend.  

THIRD PARTY SPONSOR
GUIDE TO LOCAL ELECTIONS IN B.C.

4201 
(14/07) A non-partisan Office of the LegislatureA non-partisan O�ce of the Legislature

THIRD PARTY SPONSOR GUIDE TO LOCAL ELECTIONS IN B.C.



It’s unusual that anyone ever gives you a pat on the back, but 
in the past few months, believe it or not, I’ve heard from 
several people how much they appreciate this newsletter. 

I agree: it’s great, kudos to Sharlene Hertz for launching 
the Delbrook Digest and for continuing to keep residents 

informed about issues of concern 
in our neighbourhood. And thank 
you to Patricia Young and her small 
army of faithful volunteers who help 
distribute this newsletter! 

Sharlene and Patricia are members 
of the DCA executive team, which 
consists of the chair and six directors. 
We hope to significantly increase 
volunteer participation at our AGM. 
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Is your home next to a 
stream or water course? 
Sharlene Hertz

The information below is excerpted 
from a press release issued by BC 
Ombudsperson Kim Carter in June 
2013. BC Ombudsperson Kim Carter…

launched a systemic investigation 
into the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
and Natural Resource Operations 
administration of the Riparian Areas 
Regulation in British Columbia. The 
Regulation is part of the province’s 
environmental protection measures 
and is intended to preserve fish 
habitat by protecting the areas next 
to streams and other water courses 
from potentially harmful residential, 
commercial and industrial 
development. 

“Seventeen and a half per cent of 
BC’s land—its most populated 
areas—is covered by this Regulation. 
We have received a number of 
complaints from people affected 
by the process”, says Carter. “If 
there are problems with the fair 
and reasonable administration of 
this process, our investigation may 

shed light on these gaps and any 
recommendations will be aimed at 
improving the administration of the 
Riparian Areas Regulation.” 

The investigation will look at 
administrative fairness issues 
such as the adequacy of public 
information, the reliability of the 
process, monitoring compliance, 
enforcement of standards, and 
complaint processes. The 
investigation will focus on 
identifying and resolving any 
underlying administrative unfairness 
and may be useful not only for 
this program, but also other 
environmental programs that follow 
similar processes. The Regulation 
applies to the southeast coast 
of Vancouver Island, the Lower 
Mainland, Fraser Valley, Sunshine 
Coast, Thompson-Okanagan, and 
Columbia-Shuswap regions. 

Did you Know? 
The BC government will introduce 
legislation during the current 
legislative session to change local 
elections from a three-year to a 
four-year cycle beginning with the 
2014 elections. Subject to legislative 
approval, the next BC local elections 
after November 2014 will be in 
October 2018. 

For information on proposed 
changes to local government 
elections legislation visit 
http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/
LocalGovtElectionReform/

The deadline for members of the 
public affected by the Regulation to 
submit concerns has passed. So what is 
happening now? When will the report 
be available? 

An official with the BC Ombudsperson’s 
office advised they are in the process 
of completing the investigation and 
a public report with the findings and 
recommendations will be released later 
this year. For further information visit 
www.bcombudsperson.ca and stay 
informed.  

DELBROOK DIGEST  |  1

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 
Delbrook/Upper Delbrook Area.

Can you help distribute our newsletter? 
Published 3–4 times a year.

Please contact Patricia Young
youngcjpl@shaw.ca
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In what may well prove to be a 
precedent setting move, on July 7th, 
DNV Council voted 4 to 3 against a 

by-law to rezone public assembly land 
for Braemar School property. 

The school district’s sale of a portion 
of Braemar school property required 
approval by the DNV for rezoning and 
amending the OCP for the sale to 
proceed. 

Friends of Calder Forest mounted 
an active community campaign in 
support of preserving Braemar School’s 
public land which the School Board 
had wanted to sell for a seven home 
development project. Congratulations 
to this community group for their vision 
and commitment. Active communities 
can make a difference! 

One issue that emerged during 
community discussion is that if we 
value public assembly land as a vital 
part of community, adjacent land 
owners should not encroach on 

Your community association 
needs you – now is the time
DCA Chair Rene Gourley

Now, you may be thinking that it’s all under control: “The 
Delbrook Community Association is looking out for us, so I 
don’t need to.” Nothing could be further from the truth. If 
you want to retain the quality of life in our neighbourhood, if 
you want to continue to see your property value go up, then 
you need to get off the couch and help us out.

Without your support, without your voice, we can almost 
guarantee that you will not like what will appear at the 
intersection of Queens and Delbrook in a few years’ time. 
Without your active participation in your neighbourhood, 
you will see your quality of life diminished. The time to get 
involved is now. Help the DCA develop a plan that will work 
for our community. 

Be sure to attend the AGM—this is your meeting—bring 
your neighbours.   

Local community mounts successful campaign to preserve 
school land—Councilor Muri warns: ‘you don’t sell pieces of 
your back yard to pay off your credit card’

the land for their personal benefit. 
Councilor Little noted that satellite 
photos showed many examples of 
people who had encroached on to the 
park property. Councilor Little advised 
residents “If you are committed to that 

being a public space—get off it.” 

Councilors Hicks, Little, MacKay-Dunn, 
and Muri voted against the proposed 
by-law. Mayor Walton, Councilors 
Bassam and Nixon voted in favour of 
the by-law. 

This is a landmark decision by the DNV 
Council and should set a precedent 
for future decisions concerning Public 
Assembly Land. 

Councillor Muri expressed the best 
takeaway of the evening: ‘Joe Foy of 
the Wilderness Committee said to me 
many years ago you don’t sell pieces 
of your back yard to pay off your credit 
card’. 

Remind Council of this maxim when 
they discuss the future of the Delbrook 
Recreation site. 

Check out Global TV’s coverage: http://
globalnews.ca/video/1438865/north-
vancouver-school-sale  
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