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Is your home next to a 
stream or water course? 
Sharlene Hertz

The information below is excerpted 
from a press release issued by BC 
Ombudsperson Kim Carter in June 
2013. BC Ombudsperson Kim Carter…

launched a systemic investigation 
into the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
and Natural Resource Operations 
administration of the Riparian Areas 
Regulation in British Columbia. The 
Regulation is part of the province’s 
environmental protection measures 
and is intended to preserve fish 
habitat by protecting the areas next 
to streams and other water courses 
from potentially harmful residential, 
commercial and industrial 
development. 

“Seventeen and a half per cent of 
BC’s land—its most populated 
areas—is covered by this Regulation. 
We have received a number of 
complaints from people affected 
by the process”, says Carter. “If 
there are problems with the fair 
and reasonable administration of 
this process, our investigation may 

shed light on these gaps and any 
recommendations will be aimed at 
improving the administration of the 
Riparian Areas Regulation.” 

The investigation will look at 
administrative fairness issues 
such as the adequacy of public 
information, the reliability of the 
process, monitoring compliance, 
enforcement of standards, and 
complaint processes. The 
investigation will focus on 
identifying and resolving any 
underlying administrative unfairness 
and may be useful not only for 
this program, but also other 
environmental programs that follow 
similar processes. The Regulation 
applies to the southeast coast 
of Vancouver Island, the Lower 
Mainland, Fraser Valley, Sunshine 
Coast, Thompson-Okanagan, and 
Columbia-Shuswap regions. 

Did you Know? 
The BC government will introduce 
legislation during the current 
legislative session to change local 
elections from a three-year to a 
four-year cycle beginning with the 
2014 elections. Subject to legislative 
approval, the next BC local elections 
after November 2014 will be in 
October 2018. 

For information on proposed 
changes to local government 
elections legislation visit 
http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/
LocalGovtElectionReform/

The deadline for members of the 
public affected by the Regulation to 
submit concerns has passed. So what is 
happening now? When will the report 
be available? 

An official with the BC Ombudsperson’s 
office advised they are in the process 
of completing the investigation and 
a public report with the findings and 
recommendations will be released later 
this year. For further information visit 
www.bcombudsperson.ca and stay 
informed.  
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On January 15, 2013, Dr. Corrie Kost 
and I attended the DCC amendment 
presentation at the DNV.  Two 
councillors were present and the 
remaining attendees were developers.   
We subsequently learned that “forty 
members of the development and 
business communities, who regularly 
work on projects in the District, were 
invited to a DCC information meeting 
held at District Hall on November 29, 
2013. Of those invited, a total of 22 
attended the session.” http://www.dnv.
org/upload/documents/Council_Agendas_
Minutes/130325SC_AA.pdf#page=1 [page 9] 

At the January meeting, we were 
horrified to learn that although 
coverage for services such as roads, 
water, sewer, drainage, was increased; 
the parks component was so reduced 
that it is woefully inadequate to meet 
the needs of the 20,000 new residents 
mandated by regional planning. The 
vast majority of new residents will be 
housed in condos and town homes with 
no back yards, green spaces, or play 
areas for families with children. 

The City of North Vancouver is not 
adding new parks to serve its frenetic 
building of towers and high-rises. 
Our waterfront parks are already so 
overcrowded in summer that you often 
can’t get into Cates Park on a hot 
Sunday afternoon. 

This means all new residents will use 
existing parks (already paid for by 
our taxes) and there is no provision 
for the newcomers to pay their fair 

What is a Development Cost Charge [DCC]? 
Development Cost Charges (DCCs) are levied on new development to assist in financing the cost 
of upgrading or providing infrastructure services (roads, water, sewer, and drainage) and the cost of 
acquiring or developing parkland needed to support the new development.

DCCs must be paid by applicants for subdivisions that create additional single family residential lots. 
In addition, DCCs must be paid by applicants of building permits proposing multi-family residential, 
commercial, institutional, or industrial development where the value of the work covered by the 
building permit exceeds $50,000.

On April 29, 2013 the District adopted a new DCC bylaw containing new rates that took effect 
November 1, 2013. http://www.dnv.org/article.asp?a=5700

Development Cost Charges 
Amendment – Bad for Delbrook
Diana Belhouse

share. Using figures supplied by the 
DNV, Dr. Kost calculated the planned 
new growth for 20,000 residents over 
the next 20 years would result in an 
approximate subsidy of $500,000,000. 
I do not think this is what citizens 
bargained for in our DNV Official 
Community Plan. 

Dr. Kost and I each submitted detailed 
reports pointing out our concerns in the 
proposed amendment. 

During discussions, DNV Engineering 
Manager Ono advised there is a 
bank of existing parkland already in 
the DNV. But where? Certainly not in 
Delbrook; nor in the entire area west of 
Lonsdale to Capilano Road and south 
of Montroyal to Queens Road. What 
we do have is Mosquito Creek trail plus 
a tiny tot lot and two tennis courts at 
the south end of the Delbrook playing 
fields. No neighbourhood parks. No 
place to picnic with your children or 
grandchildren. No place to toss a 
Frisbee, play a pick up game of baseball 
or basketball. No place to sit on a 
bench and listen to the birdsong. No 
place to meet friends on a sunny day. 

Councillors used this concept of surplus 
parks to justify the amendment to the 
DCC Bylaw. Clearly, Council is so afraid 
of alienating developers (citing fear 
that increasing costs would result in 
losing development projects) that they 
didn’t even consider that green park 
space and quality of life are the very 
reasons we choose to live in the district. 
Despite high and increasing land values, 
DCCs for the park land component has 

been dramatically 
slashed and is now 
the lowest in the 
Lower Mainland. 

For comparison to 
other Lower Mainland municipalities, 
see pages 98-103 of this DNV 
document 
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/
Council_Agendas_Minutes/130318RC_AGN.pdf

Why am I pessimistic? As a resident of 
Delbrook since 1959, I can confirm that 
our Delbrook neighbourhood residents 
have asked for a neighbourhood park 
at least three times over the past 50 
years and have been turned down each 
and every time. 

First, the Delbrook Plaza in the 50’s. 
Then the Norwood-Maddely area 
reserved for a park but later sold to 
developers and the money set aside for 
a park ultimately ended up in general 
revenue (source is the late Mayor 
Marilyn Baker). Finally, ten years ago, 
our request for a tot lot on the old Esso 
site at Delbrook Plaza was rejected by 
Council and that property now houses 
the large Brook condo building. 

Council must be well aware of our 
need, and our many requests for a 
neighbourhood park. Even the DNV’s 
engineering department reported 
‘the central and upper Delbrook areas 
were identified as having relatively 
less flat play space or neighbourhood 
(active) parkland than some other 
neighbourhoods’ http://www.dnv.org/
upload/documents/Council_Agendas_
Minutes/130325SC_AA.pdf [page 6]. 
Adequate DCC revenue would have 
become available to help remedy this 
unfair and inequitable void on the west 
side of the district.

Any DCC must be applied equally 
across the District so that park deficient 
areas (such as west of Lonsdale) may 
receive funding not needed in areas 
already well served by parks (such as 
the area east of the Seymour River). 

I am left to wonder, is Council blind 
to our lack of park space and our 
continuous requests? Or do they simply 
just not care about our needs? Where 
is our gathering space for Delbrook? 
Where is our neighbourhood park? Parks 
enhance quality of life for all citizens. 

You may wish to keep these issues in 
mind when voting next November. 
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DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 
Delbrook/Upper Delbrook Area.

Can you help distribute our newsletter? 
Published 3–4 times a year.

Please contact Patricia Young
youngcjpl@shaw.ca

Subscribe to Delbrook Digest, delbrookca@gmail.comSubscribe to Delbrook Digest, delbrookca@gmail.com
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Did you know there is a Seniors’ 
designated playground in North 
Vancouver? Yes, that’s correct, a 
playground for Seniors and Adults. 
Playground structures are not just for 
the young any more. Located behind 
the Parkgate Community Centre is 
the Parkgate Seniors Wellness Park, 
adjacent to the children’s playground. 
It is a Seniors-Adult playground that 
provides health and fitness benefits in 
your own neighbourhood. 

The playground has sturdy, attractive, 
brightly coloured, metal equipment 
firmly secured into the ground. The 
surface area consists of low-impact 
rubber material which is an ideal 
safety feature. It features 16 stations 
which costs nothing to use and it is 
accessible at anytime of the day or 
night. Four stations include strength, 
cardio, flexibility, and rehab exercise 
components. Each of the stations 
uses resistance or body weight for 
conditioning and incorporates balance 
and core muscle activities. There is 
also a yoga and 
stretching area, 
and a walking 
path surrounding 
the playground.

Children’s 
playgrounds in 
North Vancouver 
are plentiful so why not 
have more Senior-Adult 
oriented fitness-style 
playgrounds? It would be 
wonderful to see another 
one in the western half of 
the District, such as in the 
Delbrook or Edgemont 
communities, located near Seniors’ 
housing preferably.

This type of park or playground might 
be less intimidating than a weight 
room setting or fitness class. It would 
provide an alternative to the traditional 

Playgrounds: No Age Barriers
Leslie Grundy

At the AGM in September 2013, we 
decided we would press forward with 
our own community-driven planning 
process for the Delbrook site. We had 
an idea what that would look like at 
the AGM, and I appeared before the 
district council shortly afterward to let 
them know this would be coming, and 
to invite them to participate.

My appearance before council got their 
attention, and in the fall, Bryan Bydwell, 
the General Manager for Planning, 
Properties, and Permits, contacted 
me. He and Susan Haid, Manager-
Sustainable Community Development, 
attended our executive meeting in 
January, and we came away with an 
idea as to how we could work together.

Our key message for Mr Bydwell and 
Ms Haid was that the DCA is convinced 
there is an opportunity to improve 
the quality of life in our community 
through enhancements of the Delbrook 
Recreation Centre site, but clearly, 
there are differing opinions about what 
this would look like. Our hope is that 
the community engagement process 
looks at what we lack in our community 
and uses this opportunity to provide it.

Bryan and Susan indicated that 
William Griffin would be completed 
by the end of 2016, and with all the 
other initiatives on their plate, they 
don’t see themselves starting to plan 
the Delbrook site until 2015. The 
community engagement project is 
expected to go to tender at the end of 
the summer or early in the fall. Susan 
is keen to work with us to form that 
engagement project in a way that we 
feel will result in a good outcome.

We realized that one of the reasons 
the Lynn Valley engagement process 
resulted in the rancour it did was 
because of limited attention spans. The 

people that engaged at the beginning 
of the five year process were not 
the same ones fighting at the end. 
For the Delbrook site, we prefer the 
engagement process to be much 
shorter with the hope of coming to a 
good consensus that most everyone 
will support. We chose to slow down 
the process so that the end of the 
engagement process comes closer to 
the start of the development process.

Our plan is a three-step program: 
Inform, Engage, and Report. We 
see ourselves fitting nicely into the 
Inform stage of this process. So, we 
are launching a series of Delbrook 
Dialogues through 2014, with the 

type of indoor exercise and it would 
be available at any time of the day 
or year. Of course, lighting in the 
evenings would allow those wanting 
to use it later in the day more visibility 
and would dissuade potential vandals. 
When people see others being 

Fire has changed significantly in the past 
30 years, smoke is much more toxic and 
fire develops much more rapidly. The 
purpose of this article is to educate 
you about how to protect yourself and 
your family. This month’s newsletter will 
specifically focus on the prevention of 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning.

Carbon Monoxide
If you are constantly suffering from 
dizziness, headaches, or nausea it could 
be carbon monoxide poisoning. Carbon 
monoxide is known as the ‘silent killer’. 
It is invisible, odorless, and tasteless. If 
you have a fuel burning appliance in 
your home you should have a carbon 
monoxide detector. Carbon monoxide 
poisoning is very serious, if your detector 
activates get everyone out of your home 
and call 911.

Follow us on Facebook @ facebook.
com/dnvfrs and Twitter @ twitter.com/
dnvfrs where we post department news, 
messages, and fire safety tips. You can 
also call us @ 604 980 7575

We offer an extinguisher training program 
that includes a classroom lecture and 
live fire training. If anyone is interested in 
taking this program please contact us.   

Concentration Symptoms

35 ppm 
(0.0035%)

Headache and dizziness 
within 6 to 8 hours of 
constant exposure

100 ppm 
(0.01%)

Slight headache in 2 to  
3 hours

200 ppm 
(0.02%)

Slight headache within two 
to 3 hours; loss of judgment

400 ppm 
(0.04%)

Frontal headache within one 
to two hours

800 ppm
(0.08%)

Dizziness, nausea, and 
convulsions within 45 min; 
insensible within 2 hours

1,600 ppm 
(0.16%)

Headache, tachycardia, 
dizziness, and nausea within 
20 min; death in less than 2 
hours

3,200 ppm 
(0.32%)

Headache, dizziness, and 
nausea in 5 to 10 minutes. 
Death within 30 minutes.

6,400 ppm 
(0.64%)

Headache and dizziness 
in one to 2 minutes. 
Convulsions, respiratory 
arrest, and death in less than 
20 minutes.

12,800ppm 
(1.28%)

Unconsciousness after 2–3 
breaths. Death in less than  
3 minutes.

An Update on Fire Prevention from the 
District of North Vancouver Fire Department
Patricia Young

hope that when people begin to join 
in the District’s engagement process, 
they have increased knowledge of the 
issues involved in modern community 
design. We aim to promote ideas / 
options of how the Delbrook site could 
enhance the quality of life both for 
people in our neighbourhood, and also 
throughout the District.

I thank members of the executive for 
organizing the Delbrook Dialogues.  
This discussion series is your chance 
to influence the gateway to our 
neighbourhood; I hope you will come 
out and join us for our inaugural 
Delbrook Dialogues on April 30, 
2014 

Chairperson’s 
Report 

Rene Gourley
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With thanks to Ben Wilson, Captain-Fire Prevention. 

active, healthy, and having fun in their 
community, it inspires more individuals 
to participate.

So next time you see children playing 
at the local playground, imagine what it 
would look like full of adults!! 

A n  I n v i t a t i o n

Wildly Successful Public Engagement
When: Wednesday, April 30, 2014 @ 7 pm, doors open 6:30pm

Location: DNV Municipal Hall 355 West Queens Road, North Vancouver, BC

Presentations, Panel Discussion, Questions

The Delbrook Dialogues
The Delbrook Community Association is pleased to launch the inaugural event in a 
series of Delbrook Dialogues. Our first Dialogue is on April 30th and we are pleased to 
host leading BC authorities on public engagement. This forum is open to the public; 
seating is limited. 

Panellists
Andrew Pottinger Ph.D., APR – Principal 
Pottinger Bird Community Relations
Mr. Pottinger specializes in strategic communication planning, issues/crisis communications and 
community relations for property developments. 

Andy Hiscox — Managing Associate 
Colette Parsons – Urban Design & Landscape Architect 
CitySpaces is a leading provider of development consulting, community planning, and innovative and 
effective consultation strategies for communities throughout Western Canada with the goal of helping to 
build lasting, livable communities.

Jessie Sutherland, MA 
Finding Home™ Initiative supports individuals and neighbourhoods to foster a sense of belonging, build 
inclusive communities, and increase effectiveness in responding to personal, local, and global challenges.

Michael von Hausen
Michael von Hausen is President of MVH Urban Planning & Design Inc., a firm that specializes in sensitive 
land development planning, sustainable urban design, group facilitation, and community partnerships. 
Michael is Adjunct Professor in the Graduate Urban Studies Program at Simon Fraser University and Chief 
Instructor of the award-winning Urban Design Certificate Program at SFU. 

The Delbrook Community Association (DCA) is proceeding with a community driven planning process for the Delbrook 
Recreation Centre site. Our three-step program is Inform, Engage, and Report. Our hope is that through early dialogue 
and engagement with our residents we can identify, and subsequently report on:  
1.) our community’s needs and priorities  2.) steps to meet our defined needs that enhance our quality of life

We aim for early engagement with our community to gain knowledge of issues pertaining to modern community design 
in preparation of the District’s broad public engagement process regarding the Delbrook site slated for 2015. Join us for 
the first of our ‘inform’ sessions. 

http://delbrookca.wordpress.com/  
       
delbrookca@gmail.com

Photos courtesy of Habitat Systems

Save the Date  
Delbrook Dialogue

May 29, 2014  – 7pm


